STUDENTS:

Prior to Flying the E-6 IFT, Student pilots will have approximately 100 hours of T-34C or T-37 time.  These are the first planes students will fly in their pilot training pipeline.  Approximately another 105 hours in the T-1A aircraft.  This is an advanced two engine jet aircraft for intermediate and advanced training.  The students will be designated aviators upon completion of this training.

Students will check in to VQ-7 for Contract Flight Crew Training Services CFCTS where students will undergo four months of computer based training, instructor based training, and forty two simulator sessions.  This training will focus on systems knowledge, normal/emergency procedures, and mission scenarios relative to the E-6B (B707) aircraft.  The simulator sessions average 3.8 hours per session, two students per simulator.  All this training is prior to the first flight in the B737 aircraft.

NAVY INSTRUCTOR PILOTS:

All VQ-7 pilots will have completed at least one operational tour in a deploying squadron where based on their leadership, flying ability, and teaching acumen they were selected for instructor duty at VQ-7.

They have received all the previous training listed for students with the addition of qualifying as Aircraft Commanders, Mission Commanders, Completing a Navy Instructor Training Course, and being designated as NATOPS instructors for the E-6B (B707) aircraft.  

Once assigned to VQ-7 instructor pilots will receive further instruction in the B737 aircraft.  They are all sent to Higher Power Aviation in Dallas, TX to receive training in the B737 type aircraft.  Upon completion of this course they receive their Airline Transport Pilot rating with a type rating in the B737.

Prior to flying with any students VQ-7 instructors complete a rigorous instructor upgrade at VQ-7 for the B737 aircraft.  Newly assigned VQ-7 instructors fly with seasoned VQ-7 instructors to learn the basics of the aircraft along with emergency procedures associated with flying students.  Navy instructors fly 100 hours in the B737 aircraft prior to flying against students in the B737 aircraft.  
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