ELECTION YEAR GUIDANCE

The Department of Defense policy has for many years prohibited the use of military installations for any activity that could be interpreted as associating the Department with any partisan political causes, issues, or candidates.  That includes news media coverage of any portion of a political candidate’s activities while on a military installation regardless of the purpose of the visit.    

Members of Congress, whether or not candidates for re-election to national office, may visit military installations to receive briefings, tours and/or informational materials.  If the candidate is currently a government official and his/her duties require a visit to an installation for related official duties, the response to the request for the visit will include a reminder that the candidate may not use the visit as a campaign vehicle.  Any other candidates for national office who are not current Members of Congress or serving governmental officials may be given the same access to installations as that to which any other visitor is permitted.  AIR-7.0D should be notified of any scheduled visit by a member of Congress or staff and should be consulted for special instructions/advice if there is any doubt on how to handle a specific request.

In all cases, installation commanders will inform candidates that, while on a military installation, all political activities and media events are prohibited, to include on-post/base media coverage of the candidate’s visit.  If the candidate has been invited to a military installation as part of an official installation activity which includes media coverage of that activity, the candidate may be allowed to appear on camera and in photos as an official allowed to appear on camera and in photos as an official participant.  However, candidates will not be allowed to make statements or respond to queries while on the installation.  If asked for the rationale for this decision, the following guidance is approved for use:  “Department of Defense policy has for many years prohibited the use of military installations for any activity that could be construed as political in nature.  That includes new media coverage of any portion of a political candidate’s activities while on a military installation regardless of the purpose of the visit.”

