CONTRACT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Contracting officers should prepare announcement information in accordance with the Policy and Procedures Memorandum issued by AIR-2.0.  The announcement information should be either hand carried, faxed, or e-mailed to AIR-7.0D for their action before 1600 Eastern Time 2 days before announcement release is desired (3 days before for any contract announcement over $50 million dollars).  The announcement information should be forwarded to AIR-7.0D only when all the necessary paperwork has been completed (financial data sheets, final contractor agreements, etc.) and clearances (within NAVAIR and at the Secretariat level) have been obtained.  AIR-7.0D should be contacted to confirm receipt and scheduled release of the contract announcement.  

All contract announcements whose total estimated value, without options, will exceed $50 million, must be accompanied by “Questions and Answers”.  These “Questions and Answers” are over and above the 17 points listed in the AIR-2.0 policy memorandum and are used by the Office of Legislative Affairs in preparing briefing papers to assist the Secretary of the Navy in making personal calls to members of Congress concerning contracts that affect their district.  The “Questions and Answers” should relate to the particular program and contract to be announced.  Some examples of “Questions and Answers” are:


( Provide a description of the aircraft/system being procured.


( What is the mission of the aircraft/system?


( What engine powers the system?


( What weapons does the aircraft carry?


( Is the aircraft/system used by a any foreign governments?

Any controversial aspects of the program in question should be addressed in the “Questions and Answers” section, e.g., status of groundings, congressional language impacting the program, extensive media interest, etc. 

It is the responsibility of the contracting officer to ensure that no contractual documents with a face value of greater than $5 million are furnished to any contractor, nor any award information supplied to any contractor, or outside source, including Members of Congress or their staffs, prior to official release by the Office of the Secretary of Defense’s Public Affairs Office and the Navy Office of Legislative Affairs.  Announcements are to be verified by contacting AIR-7.0D.  The PCO shall take all practicable action to make award on the same day as the contract announcement.

