Projection Forces Subcommittee News Release

Chairman Bartlett and Ranking Member Taylor

May 5, 2004

Page 2


[image: image1.jpg]& Do CTION FoRceS SuBcovITTEE E

Roscoe Bartlett |
‘,ﬁ‘ House Armed Services Committee 52 -



 
For Immediate Release:
Contact: 
Lisa Wright (Bartlett) at 202-225-2721 or

May 5, 2004




Stephen Peranich (Taylor) at 202-225-5772

Projection Forces Subcommittee Unanimously Approves Chairman’s Mark for FY 05 DOD Authorization - H.R. 4200
WASHINGTON, D.C. –  Congressmen Roscoe Bartlett (R-6-MD) and Gene Taylor (D-4-MS), Chairman and Ranking Member of the Projection Forces (PF) Subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee said that they were pleased by today’s unanimous approval by the Projection Forces Subcommittee of the Chairman’s Mark for the Fiscal Year 2005 National Defense Authorization bill, H.R. 4200.  

Congressman Bartlett said, “The unanimous approval of the mark reflects a vigorous, diligent and cooperative effort by all of my colleagues and committee staff to investigate and provide resources and policies that will provide the men and women in the Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force with the tools they need to meet the challenges to win the war on terrorism and ensure continued U.S. military superiority.”

Congressman Taylor said, “I am grateful for Chairman Bartlett and the Subcommittee's assistance in providing funds for the LHA(R).  This ship will be a more capable variant of the proven LHD hull.  The move to fund this was accomplished with the help of Assistant Secretary Young, Commandant Hagee, and CNO Clark. It is great news for the Marines, Navy and American shipbuilding.”  
The PF subcommittee has jurisdiction over approximately 500 programs and projects in procurement and research and development, test and evaluation in the military services totaling $28 billion in the fiscal year 2005 request.


Included in the PF Chairman’s Mark is authorization for an additional $890 million above the President’s FY 05 Budget Request to Congress.


Plus-ups in the PF Chairman’s Mark from the FY 05 Budget Request include:

►
An additional $20 million to sustain a force structure of 77 B-1s (17 additional aircraft);

►
An airborne tanker initiative of $95 million preserving programming flexibility and discretion for subsequent decisions by the Administration and the Congress to begin lease or procurement of KC-767 airborne refueling aircraft;

►
An increase of $49.7 million for tomahawk missiles to restore production to fiscal year 2003 and 2004 levels and meet the Navy’s long-term inventory goals;

►
An additional $23 million for Affordable Weapon System, a relatively affordable low-cost cruise missile;

►
An increase of $100 million to accelerate and expand the guided missile destroyer (DDG-51) modernization plan.  The additional funds will provide for upgrades to increase capability with a goal of reducing manpower requirements by one-third and reducing operating costs; and 

►
An additional $100 million to begin new bomber development.


Other changes in the PF Chairman’s Mark from the FY 05 Budget Request recommended for several procurement and R&D programs of the services include:

►
American Shipbuilding Competitiveness Study.  The mark directs the Secretary of Defense to establish an independent entity and report to Congress in June 2005 its findings and recommendations to enable the U.S. shipbuilding industry to become more efficient in the short term and commercially globally competitive within a decade.  

►
To address an important unfunded priority of the Navy and Marine Corps, the subcommittee provided $150 million for procurement of long-lead items for an LHA(R) Amphibious Assault Ship Replacement.
►
DD(X) funding of $1.2 billion, a reduction of $222.1 million from the budget request for construction of the lead ship and a recommendation to defer the initiation of construction from fiscal year 2005 to fiscal year 2006.  Changes in the mark are recommended to reduce the concurrency between the testing of engineering development models of critical technology systems, such as the integrated power systems and advanced guns system, and beginning construction of the ship.  The recommendations are designed to ensure that the technologies are sufficiently mature before committing to construction and to prevent delays in construction and unanticipated increases in per unit or total procurement costs.

 

►        LCS funding of $244.4 million, a reduction of $107.7 million from the budget request for construction of the lead ship and a recommendation to defer the initiation of construction from fiscal year 2005 to fiscal year 2006.  Changes in the mark are recommended to provide more time for mission module development and operational concepts experimentation and a more thorough evaluation of the planned interface between the mission modules and the LCS, while preserving flexibility for subsequent decisions related to prototypes under consideration.  The recommendations are designed to prevent delays in construction and unanticipated increases in per unit or total procurement costs.
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