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T—45A to T-45C conversion

The budget request contained $22.3 million for T-45 series modifications, but included no funds for the conversion of
T—45A arcréaft to the T-45C configuration. The T-45 is atwo-sedt, aircraft carrier-capable aircraft used for the
Navy'sintermediate-level under-graduate pilot training. The T-45A has an analog cockpit, while the T-45C is
equipped with digital cockpit displays.

The committee understands that the T-45A" s andlog cockpit display configuration does not provide the same qudity of
training provided by the T-45C’ s digital cockpit digplay design since current aircraft such as the F/A-18E/F are
equipped with digital cockpit displays and future aircraft such as the F-35 are dso planned to have digita cockpit
displays. The committee dso understands that the Navy Chief of Navd Air Training has identified the converson of T—
45A s to the T-45C configuration as his number two priority.

The committee recommends $41.4 million for T-45 series modifications, an increase of $19.1 million for converson of
T—45A arcraft to the T-45C configuration, to improve the quality of T-45 pilot training.
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T—45 Training System
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The budget request included $339.2 million for the procurement of the T-45 Training System, which includes the
procurement of 15 T-45 Goshawk arcraft in addition to other eements of the system.
In the Department of Defense salected acquigition reports, the inventory objective of T-45 aircraft has been increased
from 183 to 211. Thisisreflected in the Future Y ears Defense Program (FY DP), with additiond purchases
programmed in fiscal years 2005 and 2006. The committee is aware that the fully integrated T-45 Training System
consists of 234 T-45 aircraft, 18 smulators, and other types of training aids and material. The committee encourages
the Navy to program for additiona arcraft in the FY DP to achieve the requirements for the fully integrated training

system.
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