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ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF REPRESENTATIVE W. TODD AKIN

The Committee s recently drafted Fiscd Y ear 2003 Nationa Defense Authorization bill contains a number of
provisons and initia-tives that will greatly benefit our service men and women. These includeinitid funding for a
joint replacement aircraft for the EA—6B **Prowler’” and funding to initiate a T-45 multi-year procurement
contract.

We cannot move quickly enough to replace the EA—6B. Though the Prowler has served uswell for nearly 30
years, dl indications are that 2008 is the target date by which areplacement aircraft must enter the fleet. If a
decison is made this summer, an EA—18 could readily meet that timeline and at a developmenta cost of
approximately $1.6 billion. On the other hand, the years of development necessary to devel op the aready-
accelerated JSF and then devel op afollow-on EA—-JSF design indicate that a JSF variant would not be
available until at least 2013, and only at much higher cost. Knowing this, and given the critical importance of
our electronic warfare capabilities, we should not delay further a decison on replacing the Prowler.

Knowing this, the committee authorized $10 million to support preliminary risk reduction engineering for an EA—
6B replacement. Given the sustained high operationa tempo, and ongoing deterioration, of the Prowler flet,
we cannot move quickly enough toward ajoint follow-on aircraft.

In addition, the committee included $10 million to support a possible multi-year procurement of the Navy’s T—
45 **Goshawk’’ jet trainer. Thisis an excelent idea. Given the need to complete modernization of the Navy's
training fleet and the anticipated future-years funding shortfal in the Navy aviation budget, which becomes
particular difficult beginning in fisca year 2007, it makes excdlent sense to initiate a three-year procurement
contract for T-45sfor fisca years 2004-06. Thiswould dlow us to complete the Navy’s requirement for 234
T-45s before 2007 and in the process purchase these aircraft at gpproximately 25 percent less per unit than if
we did so through the annua budgeting process at eight aircraft per year.
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JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER—F136 INTERCHANGEABLE ENGINE

The conferees have included an additiona $29,750,000 for the Joint Strike Fighter Interchangeable Engine
Program only to continue the current effort to develop and maintain two, competing, interchangegble engine
programs for the Joint Strike Fighter.




