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T-45 training system (TS

The budget request contained no funds for the advance procurement of T-45C aircraft. The T-45TSis an integrated
training system that combines the T-45 aircraft, smulators, and computer-based training for the Navy’ sintermediate-
level undergraduate pilot training. The committee notes that, while the Navy requires 234 T-45 aircraft, itsinventory
will be only 181 aircraft after eight T-45C’ s are produced in fiscal year 2003, and that T-45 production is not planned
for years beyond fiscal year 2003. Since the committee believes that T-45 production should continue in order to meet
the requirement for 234 T-45 aircraft, it recommends an increase of $10.0 million for advance procurement of T-45C
arcraft in fiscd year 2004.

Page 585, Additional Views
ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF REPRESENTATIVE W. TODD AKIN
The Committee’ s recently drafted Fisca Y ear 2003 National Defense Authorization bill contains a number of provisons

and initia-tives that will greatly benefit our service men and women. Theseincdude initid funding for ajoint replacement
arcraft for the EA—6B “*Prowler’” and funding to initiate a T-45 multi-year procurement contract.




We cannot move quickly enough to replace the EA—6B. Though the Prowler has served us well for nearly 30 years, dl
indications are that 2008 is the target date by which a replacement aircraft must enter the flegt. If adecison is made this
summer, an EA-18 could readily meet that timeline and at a developmental cost of gpproximately $1.6 billion. On the
other hand, the years of development necessary to develop the aready- accel erated JSF and then develop afollow-on
EA-JSF design indicate that a JSF variant would not be available until at least 2013, and only a much higher cost.
Knowing this, and given the critical importance of our eectronic warfare capabilities, we should not delay further a
decison on replacing the Prowler.

Knowing this, the committee authorized $10 million to support preliminary risk reduction engineering for an EA—6B
replacement. Given the sustained high operationa tempo, and ongoing deterioration, of the Prowler fleet, we cannot
move quickly enough toward ajoint follow-on arcraft.

In addition, the committee included $10 million to support a possible multi-year procurement of the Navy's T-45
““Goshawk’’ jet trainer. Thisis an excdlent idea. Given the need to complete modernization of the Navy’ straining fleet
and the anticipated future-years funding shortfdl in the Navy aviation budget, which becomes particular difficult
beginning in fisca year 2007, it makes excellent sense to initiate a three-year procurement contract for T-45sfor fisca
years 2004-06. Thiswould alow usto complete the Navy’ s requirement for 234 T-45s before 2007 and in the
process purchase these aircraft at approximately 25 percent less per unit than if we did so through the annua budgeting
process at eight aircraft per year.
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T-45 training system

The budget request included $221.8 million to purchase eight T-45C aircraft but included no funds for advance
procurement to support T-45C aircraft procurement in fiscal year 2004. The projections in the Future Y ears Defense
Program include no T-45 procurement beyond fisca year 2003.

The House hill would authorize an increase of $10.0 million for advance procurement to support fiscal year 2004
procurement.

The Senate amendment would authorize the budget request.

The conferees agree to authorize the budget request.

The conferees understand that the Navy has stated a requirement for 234 T-45 aircraft. The Navy’ sinventory,
however, will total only 181 aircraft after delivery of the eight aircraft to be produced with fisca year 2003 funds.

The conferees understand that the Navy may be reconsidering the origind decision to truncate production with the fiscd
year 2003 procurement. Absent a change in the requirement for additional T-45C aircraft to support training
requirements of the Department of the Navy, the conferees believe that the Navy should continue to buy T-45 aircraft
and its associated training systems.

If the Navy decides to continue production, the conferees encourage the Department of the Navy to investigate options
for acquiring additiona systems in the manner most advantageous to the Government, to include adopting a multiyear
procurement cortracting strategy.
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