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AV-8B modifications

The budget request contained $49.5 million for various AV—8B modifications but included no funds for the Litening |1, a precision
targeting system that allows the AV—8B aircraft to autonomously detect and track targets and to deliver precision munitions.

The committee understands that the Marine Corps has a requirement for 98 Litening Il targeting pod systems but has thus far only
procured 56. The committee also notes that the Commandant of the Marine Corps included this system among his unfunded
requirementsfor fiscal year 2002. Consequently, the committee recommends $79.5 million for AV—-8B modifications, an increase of
$30.0 million, to procure additional Litening Il targeting pods.
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Other initiatives to meet nontraditional threats

The committee recommends a number of initiatives to improve the ability of U.S. forces to meet nontraditional
threats through improvements in weapons systems, sensors and defensive systems.

The committee bill includes increases of $96.0 million to improve the ability of P-3 surveillance aircraft to
contribute to future missions in shallow coastal waters; $44.0 million for night-time air warfare to improve the
ability of Navy and Marine Corps AV-8B harrier aircraft to employ precision-guided munitions and to finish
development of panoramic night vision goggles for the Air Force; and $42.0 million to accelerate electronic
warfare programs and to improve the defenses of combat aircraft. To help the Navy and Marine Corps defend
against the unconventional threat of small boats such as that used in the attack on the USS Cole, the committee
recommends $20.0 million for the procurement of Hellfire missiles and $15.0 million for Close-in Weapons
System upgrades. Finaly, the committee recommends an in-crease of $15.0 million for an infrared search and
track system to help the Navy identify incoming cruise missiles and $18.0 million for modificationsto NULKA
decoys.
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AV-8B precision targeting pod

The budget request included $49.5 million for modifications to the AV—8B aircraft, but included no funding for
precision targeting pods, called Litening 11 pods. The Marine Corps began acquisition of these pods to provide
the AV-8B with the ability to use precision- guided weapons. Although no funds were included in the amended
budget request, the Marine Corps has identified buying additional Litening Il pods as a high priority item to
complete the outfitting of al Marine Corps AV—8B squadrons with this capability. The committee recommends
an increase of $36.0 million for the procurement of Litening |1 targeting pods, a total authorization in AV-8B
aircraft modifications of $85.5 million.
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