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The budget request contained $268.6 million to procure 12 T-45C aircraft and associated ground-based training
equipment and $5.1 million for advance procurement of 4 T-45C aircraft in fiscal year 2002. The T-45TSisan

integrated training system that combines the T-45 aircraft, simulators, and computer-based training for the
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Navy’sintermediate-level undergraduate pilot training. The committee notes that the T—45 aircraft procurement
objective has decreased from 234 in the Department of the Navy’ s budget request for fiscal year 2000 to 169 in
its request for fiscal year 2001. The committee further notes that the Navy plans to close its T-45 production
linein fiscal year 2002 although the requirement for the T—45 remains at 234. Since the Navy has experienced a
recent shortage of pilots and the Chief of Naval Operations has identified additional T-45 aircraft among his
unfunded requirementsin fiscal year 2001, the committee is puzzled by both the decrease in its T-45
procurement objective and its proposed shutdown of the T—45 production linein fiscal year 2002.



Consequently, the committee recommends $301.4 million, an increase of $32.8 million for two additional
aircraft. Further, the committee encourages the Department of the Navy to restore funding in its future years
defense program to continue T—45 production.
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The budget request included $278.1 million for the procurement of 12 T-45 Goshawk aircraft, less advance
procurement of $9.5 million from prior years. The T-45 Goshawk training system consists of aircraft, simulators,
and academic materials required to train carrier-based naval aviators. Additional T-45 aircraft are included on
the Navy unfunded requirements list. The committee is concerned that the current budget request indicates the
Navy may shut down the production line for the T—45 before the service acquires sufficient aircraft to offset
attrition or accommodate any potential surge in pilot training rate. The committee recommends an increase of
$49.2 million for the procurement of three T—45 aircraft, atotal authorization of $327.3 million.
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