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S-3B surveillance system upgrade program

The budget request contained $2.1 million in PE 64217N for the weapon system improvement program for the S-3B maritime
patrol aircraft. The committee notes that the objective of the S-3B surveillance system upgrade program is the integration of off-the-
shelf radar, electro-optic and infrared sensors, electronic support measures, and tactical data links to demonstrate an enhanced stand-
off surveillance capability in support of Navy battle group operations that could be achieved with low risk and at relatively low cost.
For fiscal year 1997, Congress added funds to demonstrate the APS- 137V (V)5 synthetic aperture radar on the S-3B in phase | of
the program. The committee notes Navy proposals for phase |1 of the program which would demonstrate an integrated surveillance
system mission package on the S-3B aircraft. The committee believes that the phase Il program isalogical follow-on to phase |
system demonstrations to be conducted later this year. The committee recommends $9.1 million in PE 64217N, an in-crease of $7.0
million for the

S-3B surveillance system upgrade program.
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S3B surveillance system upgrade

The budget request included $2.1 million in PE 64217N for devel opment of weapons systems improvements for the S-3B aircraft.
The Senate bill would authorize the budget request.

The House amendment would authorize an increase of $7.0 million for the surveillance system upgrade (SSU) program.

The conferees agree to authorize an increase of $5.0 millionin

PE 64217N for the S-3B SSU program.
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S-3 Series Modifications—The Committee understands that the Navy is pursuing a Surveillance System Upgrade (SSU) program
for the S-3B aircraft. The Committee is encouraged by the promise of this program and expects the Department of the Navy to
budget for this upgrade in the fiscal year 2001 request if the program proves to be affordable and meets Navy requirements.
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